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HONORING THE LIFE OF PETER 

ARAM KEZIRIAN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Mr. Peter Aram Kezirian, who 
passed away at the age of 67. Although he 
will be remembered for his service in the mili-
tary and his contributions to the community of 
Fresno, California, he will mostly be remem-
bered for his devotion to his family and 
friends, who he was always there for, when-
ever they needed him. 

Peter graduated from Central High School 
and earned a bachelor’s degree from Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno. He was a hard 
worker and spent his entire life working for the 
Kezirian family businesses. First, he worked at 
Rolinda Farmers Store until 1997, when the 
store closed; and then he worked at managing 
the family farm, 

Peter dedicated 30 years of his life serving 
with the 144th Fighter Wing of the California 
Air National Guard. Achieving the rank of Mas-
ter Sergeant, he retired with an honorable dis-
charge in 2003. When he was not serving in 
the military, he continued his work with the 
family businesses, and loved watching his fa-
vorite sports teams play. He loved the San 
Francisco Giants and was a true fan of the 
Chicago Bears. When it came to NASCAR, he 
was a grand prix enthusiast. 

Peter is survived by his mother Alice 
Kezirian; brothers Vaughn Kezirian (Ann) and 
Robert Kezirian, sisters Terry Kezirian, Paula 
Cunningham (Brian), and Janice Kezirian (Dal-
ton Bennett). He leaves behind his many 
nieces and nephews, family members and 
dear friends. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and achievements of 
my friend, Peter Aram Kezirian. He was a re-
spected member in the community, a loving 
son and brother and a veteran, who had a 
passion for life and the people of the Central 
Valley. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE EAST BAY 
AREA SECTION OF THE NA-
TIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO 
WOMEN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the East Bay Area Section of the National 
Council of Negro Women. The National Coun-
cil of Negro Women is a non-profit organiza-
tion with the mission to ‘‘lead, advocate for, 
and empower women of African descent, their 
families and communities.’’ NCNW was found-
ed in 1935 by the influential educator and ac-
tivist Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune and the iconic 
Dr. Dorothy Height served as president of the 
organization for more than fifty years. For sev-
enty years, the East Bay Section of NCNW 
has followed in the footsteps of the organiza-
tion’s founder and its longtime president by 
serving as a pillar of the Bay Area community. 

The strength of the East Bay Section lies in 
its exceptional members. Led by President 
Carlene Gray, the members of this Section are 
leaders in their industries and in their commu-
nity. Some are students, others are educators, 
business owners, healthcare professionals, 
civil servants, and others have retired. What 
they all have in common is their commitment 
to improving their community and empowering 
its people. They believe they are their sister’s 
keeper. They encourage African American 
women and their families to serve as ambas-
sadors in the community and contribute to its 
success. 

The East Bay Section continues to strength-
en the community through innovative social, 
civic, and economic programs. These pro-
grams have supported so many members of 
the community including women, children, 
seniors, and veterans. They have also pro-
vided donations to the Alameda County Food 
Bank, donated hygiene supplies to women in 
need, purchased school supplies and hosted 
public forums on education. They have led in-
novative programs to support survivors of sex-
ual assault, domestic abuse, and sex traf-
ficking. During the pandemic, they have do-
nated to community shelters and ensured that 
the community stayed informed with up-to- 
date resources. 

For seventy years, the East Bay Section of 
the National Council of Negro Women has 
been dedicated to serving and uplifting the 
Bay Area. Its members serve as passionate 
community advocates and share a commit-
ment to improving the lives of African Amer-
ican women, their families, and the commu-
nity. In the face of great challenges, the 
women of the East Bay Section of the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women continue to 
rise to the occasion and improve countless 
lives through their tireless work. Their leader-
ship and vision is needed now more than 
ever. May the East Bay Section’s impact con-
tinue to be felt across the community for many 
years to come. Congratulations on seventy 
years of impact and service. 

f 

JON PAWLOW RETIREMENT 
TRIBUTE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I want to pay tribute to Jonathan R. ‘‘Jon’’ 
Pawlow, our longtime Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee Senior Counsel. 
After 20 years of service on the Committee, 
Jon will be retiring at the end of this year. It’s 
difficult to picture the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee without Jon here. In fact, 
it’s difficult to imagine the water policy sphere 
throughout the entire Congress without Jon 
here. For 20 years, Jon has been an absolute 
go-to for all things Clean Water Act. He has 
been an immense resource for not just the 
Committee, but for the entire Congress. He 
has left his mark upon the work product cre-
ated under a legion of full and subcommittee 
chairmen and ranking members. However, 
even prior to joining the Committee, Jon was 
accomplished. He graduated Rutgers Univer-
sity with both a bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in water resources engineering and en-

vironmental science, and also holds a law de-
gree from Georgetown University. He accumu-
lated over 15 years of private law practice, 
gaining expertise in the environmental and in-
tellectual property fields. After that, Jon served 
in the Office of Water at the Environmental 
Protection Agency for nine years and then 
moved on to the Small Business Administra-
tion’s Office of Advocacy. These experiences 
allowed him to bring a host of policy and regu-
latory experience to the Committee. Jon has 
left his fingerprints on just about every piece 
of water legislation in the past two decades. 
He has also been a key participant in five 
Water Resources Development Acts, including 
the last four, where Congress got its act to-
gether and began passing bipartisan WRDAs 
consistently every two years. Finally, through-
out his professional life, Jon has been a 
teacher and a mentor. At various times in his 
career, he has instructed at institutions such 
as the George Washington University Center 
for Career Education and the Old Dominion 
University College of Engineering and Tech-
nology. This has carried over to his time on 
the Hill. He has always made time for anyone 
he meets to walk through the ins-and-outs of 
water policy, from Full Committee Chairs, to 
leadership staff, to personal office legislative 
assistants. Jon is a dedicated professional and 
devoted staffer, and we will all greatly miss his 
knowledge, expertise, and guidance. I am per-
sonally grateful for his service to this Com-
mittee and to Congress. I thank him so much 
for dedicating his career to water policy and 
service to the American public. I hope he and 
Terry make the most of their well-deserved re-
tirements. I thank him for all he has done. 

f 

NAFTA DEVASTATION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today Presi-
dent Biden hosted Canadian Prime Minister 
Trudeau and Mexican President Lopez 
Obrador for the North American Leaders’ 
Summit. 

I urge them to address the continental chal-
lenges unleashed by NAFTA job losses in the 
U.S. and the rising illicit drug trade. 

An often overlooked impact of NAFTA trade 
is the evisceration of Mexico’s white corn mar-
ket. 

As Mexican farmers lost their livelihoods, 
many turned to planting poppy crops for in-
come, which is now blended with Chinese 
fentanyl. 

We know too NAFTA devastated our Indus-
trial Heartland leading to massive job loss and 
a continuing surge of narcotics into the U.S.— 
killing nearly a million people. 

I urge the President and continental leaders 
to not ignore the harms of NAFTA on Amer-
ican workers, Mexican farmers, and commu-
nities ravaged by job losses and the opioid 
epidemic. 

Let us chart a new path forward for conti-
nental trade—but not based on penny wage 
labor. The Americas need fair trade. 
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WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB OF 

CAPE MAY 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the Women’s Community 
Club of Cape May as they celebrate 100 years 
of volunteer and philanthropic service. The 
Club was officially formed in November of 
1921 with 169 members who elected officers 
and became affiliated with the New Jersey 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs. These 
founders were women who advocated for 
women’s suffrage. Over the past 100 years, 
the WCCM has enabled major projects like the 
Cape May Lewes Ferry, establishing a local 
hospital, and adding American G.I’s and war 
victims during World War II. This Club truly 
has an incredible 100–year history of commu-
nity activism, projects, good works, fun, and 
fellowship. I thank them for their work and 
dedication to our Cape May community, and 
congratulations on their 100–year milestone. 
God Bless the Women’s Community Club of 
Cape May, and God Bless America. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KMPH TELEVISION 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor KMPH Television on its 50th anniver-
sary. On October 11, 2021, this broadcasting 
institution will have been providing the Central 
Valley with high quality television programming 
for 50 years. 

KMPH first took the air in 1971 and oper-
ated as an independent station. It was found-
ed by the Pappas brothers, Mike, Pete, and 
Harry, whose initials make up the name of the 
station. Seven years later, it completely 
launched its news department and began air-
ing The 10 O’clock News from Monday 
through Friday. It covered news from the Fres-
no and Visalia areas, as well as national sto-
ries. 

Since then, the station has expanded to 
most weekdays and for Saturdays, including 
Great Day which airs on multiple mornings a 
week. Through these programs, KMPH has 
served as a vital source of information for 
viewers all across the Central Valley of Cali-
fornia. 

Even while news organizations across the 
United States have undergone serious chal-
lenges to their livelihoods, KMPH Television 
has remained a staple of Central Valley jour-
nalism. During this age of misinformation, 
KMPH has remained committed to ensuring 
the integrity of local news, something I and my 
constituents are very grateful for. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring KMPH Television on their 50th 
anniversary. 

HONORING DR. LESTER L. 
CANNON, SR. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Lester L. Cannon, Sr. 
on the occasion of his retirement as a pastor 
and a spiritual leader at the Cornerstone Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Oakland, California, 

Dr. Cannon is a native of Maben, Alabama, 
the husband of Mrs. Minnie Ruth Cannon, fa-
ther of Minister Lester L. Cannon, Jr., and 
Tammy Cannon, the grandfather of five, and 
the great-grandfather of nine. He served his 
first pastorage at Morning Star Baptist Church 
from 1974 to 1979, and later received both his 
Master of Theological Studies his Doctor of 
Ministry from Faith Seminary in Tacoma, 
Washington. 

Dr. Cannon has guided the Cornerstone 
Baptist Church according to his values of 
evangelism, education, youth ministry, and 
stewardship. With these priorities, Dr. Cannon 
has helped the church increased both its pres-
ence in the community and its long-term pros-
perity. 

Dr. Cannon also has been active in the 
community. He served as the Chairman of the 
Board of Nationwide Evangelism Training for 
25 years, and currently serves as Executive 
Board Chairman of First Northern Christian 
Network. He also has served as Chairman of 
the Evangelical committee for the Baptist Min-
isters’ Union of Oakland, and a trustee for the 
Golden State Convention, East Bay Baptist 
Association, and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. He also established a ‘‘Thurgood Mar-
shall Program’’ which serves men in recovery 
from substance abuse in conjunction with the 
Comprehensive Action Network. 

Dr. Cannon authored a book on prayer 
called ‘‘Helpful Hints on Practical Prayer.’’ He 
has encouraged others to become pastors 
themselves and continued his work of teach-
ing by opening a Christian school at Corner-
stone Missionary Baptist Church in 2009. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I commend Dr. Cannon for 
his lifelong work as a community and spiritual 
leader. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEBRASKA URBAN 
INDIAN HEALTH COALITION 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of National Native American 
Heritage Month and to honor the 35th anniver-
sary of the Nebraska Urban Indian Health Co-
alition, a private nonprofit organization in Ne-
braska. 

The Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition 
provides community healthcare and services 
targeting the urban American Indian and Alas-
ka Native population in the greater Omaha 
metropolitan area, Lincoln area, and Sioux 
City, Iowa, since 1986. Their rehabilitative 
healthcare services and their diabetes self- 

management program are nationally recog-
nized. Currently, they are led by their CEO, 
Dr. Donna Mays Polk. 

Donna Lee Mays was born in 1943 in Den-
ver, CO, to a young WWII submariner Hosey 
Mays and his wife Tommy Lee Gadling Mays. 
Dr. Polk was only 7 years old when her moth-
er was killed in a car accident by a drunk driv-
er on Christmas Day. Dr. Polk credits her 
grandmother, Annie Lee Gadling, as her inspi-
ration because of her spirituality and Wisdom. 
Dr. Polk firmly believes in having vision and 
that you have to be able to see how things 
can be. If you don’t, Mr. Speaker, you don’t 
work to effect change. 

Between 1972 to 1985, Dr. Polk served as 
an affirmative action and equal opportunity of-
ficer at the Nebraska Department of Labor. 
She volunteered in the Nebraska Correction’s 
system for 26 years and starred in her own TV 
show called ‘‘Frankly Female, a show for and 
about women. She is the mother of four sons, 
Mark, Imani, Marcus, and the Honorable 
Judge Marlon Polk. 

Dr. Polk earned her bachelor’s degree in 
university studies, her master’s in counseling 
psychology, and a doctorate in administration, 
instruction, and curriculum, all from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska–Lincoln. In addition, she is a 
published author. She wrote her book, ‘‘Black 
Men and Women of Nebraska, in 1981 to 
shine the light on prominent African-American 
individuals in our State. 

She joined the NE Urban Indian Health Co-
alition in 1991 after leaving the Lincoln Indian 
Center. She continues to lead a team of over 
50 employees. Programs and services include: 
Behavioral Health Substance Use Disorder 
Services, transitional housing, Nebraska 
Urban Indian Medical Center in Lincoln, and 
transportation. Dr. Polk also takes immense 
pride in the Eagle Heights Affordable Housing 
located in South Omaha and two community- 
based programs—Project Upstream serving 
families with children in Omaha Public 
Schools, and the Tired Moccasins a nutrition- 
based program for elders. Dr. Polk is thrilled 
about the inauguration of their new head-
quarters scheduled to open in the spring of 
2022. 

In recognition of the Nebraska Urban Indian 
Health Coalition, we shine a spotlight on 35 
years of helping elevate the health status and 
eliminating disparities of urban Indians and 
other underserved populations in Nebraska 
and Iowa through education, collaboration, ad-
vocacy, and health service delivery. 

Congratulations to Dr. Polk and her team for 
35 years of excellence and serving our great 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
BARRETT BURNS 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor not just a resident of Connecticut’s 4th 
Congressional District, but my friend, Barrett 
Burns. 

Barrett is the founding President & CEO of 
VantageScore Solutions. Under Barrett’s guid-
ance, VantageScore went from being a startup 
housed in the basement of Barrett’s home to 
a well-recognized national brand. 
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